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Introduction 

 

History of race 

¶ The 24 Hours of Le Mans (French: 24 
Heures du Mans) is the world's oldest 
active sports car race in endurance 
racing,[1] held annually since 1923 near 
the town of Le Mans, France. 

¶ The race is organised by the Automobile 
Club de l'Ouest (ACO) and runs on the 
Circuit de la Sarthe, a circuit containing a 
mix of closed public roads and specialist 
motor racing circuit. 

¶ The race is held near the height of the 
European summer in June. 

 

 

Track layout 

The circuit, in its present configuration, is 
13.629 kilometres long. 

The track layout has undergone numerous 
changes including: 

¶ 1965 a smaller óBugattiô circuit was added. 

¶ 1979 Tertre Rouge modified. 

¶ 1987 chicane added to Dunlop curve. 

¶ 1990 two chicanes were introduced along 
the Mulsanne Straight. 

¶ 2002 the Esses modified as a result of 
modified Bugatti circuit.  

 

Total of laps completed by winner 1950 to 2013 

 

Pit straight by night 
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Le Mans ï 1950s  
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1950 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (256 laps) 

Class: S 5.0L 

Car: Talbot-Lago T26 GS (4.5L) No. 5 

Drivers: Louis Rosier (FRA) and Jean-Louis 

Rosier (FRA) 

¶ The 1950 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
18th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on June 24 and 25, 1950. 

¶ 44-year old Frenchman Louis Rosier and 
his son Jean-Louis won the race, Louis 
spent 23 hours and 15 minutes driving his 
privately entered Talbot. 

Talbot-Lago T26 Grand Sports No. 5 

 

Position: 2nd (255 laps) 

Class: S 5.0L 

Car: Talbot-Lago Monoplace Decalee (4.5L) 

No. 7 

Drivers: Pierre Meyrat (FRA) and Guy 

Mairesse (FRA) 

¶ The Talbot-Lago cars were equally at 
home on Grand Prix circuits as well as Le 
Mans. 

¶ The winning car had a seven lap lead 
when mechanical problems put them back 
to third at 5 am. 

Talbot-Lago Monoplace Decalee No. 7 

 

Position: 3rd (251 laps) 

Class: S 8.0L 

Car: Allard J2 (Cadillac 5.4L) No. 4 

Drivers: Sydney Allard (GBR) and Tom Cole 

Jr. (USA) 

¶ The versatile Syd Allard and his car also 
won the BTDA Championship, the RAC 
Hill-climb Championship and the Monte 
Carlo Rally. 

Allard J2 (Cadillac) No. 4 

 

Position: 4th (250 laps) 

Class: S 5.0L 

Car: Nash-Healey E (Nash 3.8L) No. 14 

Drivers: Tony Rolt (GBR) and Duncan 

Hamilton (GBR) 

¶ Three light-weight Jaguar XK120s were 
entered; one was as high as second at 5 
am when the eventual winner was in the 
pits, but it in turn had clutch problems and 
lost third place. 

Nash-Healey E (Nash) No. 14 
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1951 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (267 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar XK-120C (3.4L) No. 20 

Drivers: Peter Walker (GBR) and Peter 

Whitehead (GBR) 

¶ The 1951 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
19th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 22 and 23 June 1951. 

¶ The Jaguar C-Type (C for ócompetitionô) 
was the result of focused development 
work, which greatly improved the 
aerodynamics. 

Jaguar XK-120C No. 20 

 

Position: 2nd (258 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Talbot-Lago T26 GS (4.5L) No. 9 

Drivers: Pierre Meyrat (FRA) and Guy 

Mairesse (FRA) 

¶ Inspired by their success in 1950, Talbot-
Lago entered six cars in 1951 and were 
rewarded with second and forth place 
finishes. 

Talbot-Lago T26 GS No. 9 

 

Position: 3rd (257 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Aston Martin DB2 (2.6L) No. 26 

Drivers: Lance Macklin (GBR) and Eric 

Thompson (GBR) 

¶ Porsche entered the 1951 Le Mans with a 
streamline Type 356. 

¶ The sole Porsche 356 finished 2oth of 3o 
finishes, but won the 1100 cc class. 

Aston Martin DB2 No. 26 

 

Position: 4th (256 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Talbot-Lago Monoplace Decalee (4.5L) 

No. 10 

Drivers: Pierre Levegh (FRA) and Rene 

Marchand (FRA) 

¶ Ferrari expected a good outcome from 
their 4-litre 340 America, but only finished 
in eight place. 

¶ This race saw the death of French driver 
Jean Larivière within the opening laps of 
the race. 

Talbot-Lago Monoplace Decalee No. 10 



           

Not for public release August 2016 Page 6 

1952 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (277 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Mercedes-Benz 300SL (W194, 3.0L)   

No. 21 

Drivers: Hermann Lang (DEU) and Fritz Riess 

(DEU) 

¶ The 1952 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
20th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 14ï15 June 1952 at Circuit de la 
Sarthe. 

¶ Winner, Hermann Lang, was a pre-war GP 
driver. 

Mercedes-Benz 300SL No. 21 

 

Position: 2nd (276 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Mercedes-Benz 300SL (W194, 3.0L)   

No. 20 

Drivers: Theo Helfrich (DEU) and Helmut 

Niedermayr (DEU) 

¶ Less than a decade after World War II, 
Mercedes-Benz scored a 1ï2 victory with 
their Mercedes-Benz 300SL (Type W194) 
which was equipped with a 3.0L I6 engine 
that had less power than the road car sold 
two years later. 

Mercedes-Benz 300SL No. 20 

 

Position: 3rd (262 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Nash-Healey (4.1L) No. 10 

Drivers: Leslie Johnson (GBR) and Tommy 

Wisdom (GBR) 

¶ This race was notable in that Pierre 
Levegh attempted to drive the entire 24 
Hours by himself ï and almost won. 

¶ Exhausted in the 24th hour, he missed a 
downshift in his Talbot-Lago and over-
revved the engine, breaking a connecting 
rod. 

Nash-Healey (Nash) No. 10 

 

Position: 4th (252 laps) 

Class: S 8.0 

Car: Cunningham C4-R (5.5L) No. 1 

Drivers: Briggs Cunningham (USA) and 

William Spear (USA) 

¶ Antonio Lago carried a piece of the broken 
rod with him for several years thereafter 
as a keepsake. 

Cunningham C4-R No. 1 
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1953 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (304 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar C-Type (3.4L) No. 18 

Drivers: Tony Rolt (GBR) and Duncan 

Hamilton (GBR) 

¶ The 1953 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
21st Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 13 and 14 June 1953. It was also 
the third round of the World Sportscar 
Championship. 

Jaguar C-Type No. 18 

 

Position: 2nd (300 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar C-Type (3.4L) No. 17 

Drivers: Stirling Moss (GBR) and Peter 

Walker (GBR) 

¶ The highlight of this race is the 
introduction, by Jaguar Cars, of disc 
brakes on all four wheels of each car, 
which gave Jaguar 1st, 2nd, and 4th place 
finishes. 

Jaguar C-Type No. 17 

 

Position: 3rd (299 laps) 

Class: S 8.0 

Car: Cunningham C5-R (5.5L) No. 2 

Drivers: Phil Walters (USA) and John Fitch 

(USA) 

¶ Third place was taken by Briggs 
Cunningham, which reached speeds of 
155 mph. 

¶ This Cunningham was nicknamed the 
Shark and was powered by a Chrysler V8. 

Cunningham C5-R No. 2 

 

Position: 4th (297 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar C-Type (3.4L) No. 19 

Drivers: Peter Whitehead (GBR) and Ian 

Stewart (GBR) 

¶ This race saw the death of American 
driver Tom Cole Jr. when his Ferrari was 
involved in an accident late in the race. 

Jaguar C-Type No. 19 
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1954 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (302 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 375 Plus (5.0L, V12) No. 4 

Drivers: Jose Froilan Gonzalez (ARG) and 

Maurice Trintignant (FRA) for Scuderia Ferrari 

¶ The 1954 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
22nd Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 12 and 13 June 1954. 

¶ It was also the fourth round of the World 
Sportscar Championship. 

Ferrari 375 Plus No. 4 

 

Position: 2nd (301 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.4L) No. 14 

Drivers: Duncan Hamilton (GBR) and Tony 

Rolt (GBR) for Jaguar Cars ltd 

¶ This race saw a long-term struggle 
between Ferrari and Jaguar. 

¶ Mossôs jaguar retired with brake trouble. 

¶ Gonzales broke the lap record and won 
with with barely two miles ahead of the 
Jaguar. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 14 

 

Position: 3rd (283 laps) 

Class: S 8.0 

Car: Cunningham C4-R (Chrysler 5.5L, V8) 

No. 2 

Drivers: William Spear (USA) and Sherwood 

Johnston (USA) for Briggs Cunningham 

¶ Porsche and Cunningham won both the 
classes in which they were entered. 

¶ Olivier and Duntovôs 356/4 coupe winning 
the 1100 class. 

Cunningham C4-R (Chrysler) No. 2 

 

Position: 4th (277 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar C-Type (3.4L) No. 16 

Drivers: Roger Laurent (BEL) and Jacques 

Swaters (BEL) for Ecurie Francorchamps 

¶ Of the new Porsches, only one (Johnny 
ClaesïStassen) finished and that on only 
three cylinders. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 16 
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1955 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (307 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.4L) No. 6 

Drivers: Mike Hawthorn (GBR) and Ivor Bueb 

(GBR) for Jaguar Cars Ltd. 

¶ This race saw the 1955 Le Mans disaster 
with the death of 83 spectators and the 
injuring of over 100 more when Pierre 
Levegh's Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR was 
involved in an accident and flew into the 
crowd, killing the driver as well as 83 
spectators. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 6 

 

Position: 2nd (302 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Aston Martin DB3S (2.9L) No. 23 

Drivers: Peter Collins (GBR) and Paul Frere 
(BEL) for Aston Martin Ltd. 

¶ After the incident, the other two Mercedes 
vehicles in the race were withdrawn (in 
leading position) as a sign of respect for 
the dead and injured. 

¶ This accident, the most catastrophic in 
motorsport history, led to great changes in 
the measures taken to ensure the safety 
of drivers and spectators. Aston Martin DB3S No. 23 

 

Position: 3rd (296 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.4L) No. 10 

Drivers: Johnny Claes (BEL) and Jacques 

Swaters (BEL) for Ecurie Francorchamps 

¶ The lap record was broken ten times in the 
first two hours, fastest being Mike Hawthrn 
(Jaguar) at 196 kph. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 10 

 

Position: 4th (284 laps) 

Class: S 1.5 

Car: Porsche 550/4 RS 1500 Spyder (1.5L) 

No. 37 

Drivers: Helmut Polensky (DEU) and Richard 

von Frankenberg (DEU) for Porsche KG. 

¶ Victory on Index went to Porsche No. 37 
of von Frankenberg and Polensky which 
came forth on distance. 

Porsche 550/4 RS 1500 Spyder No. 37 



           

Not for public release August 2016 Page 10 

1956 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (300 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.4L) No. 4 

Drivers: Ninian Sanderson (GBR) and Ron 

Flockhart (GBR) for Ecurie Ecosse 

¶ The 1956 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
24th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 28 and 29 July 1956. 

¶ Safety works following the 1955 crash 
postponed the 1956 race by a month. 

¶ Only one of the works Jaguars finished the 
race, that being in 6th place. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 4 

 

Position: 2nd (299 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Aston Martin DB3S (2.9L) No. 8 

Drivers: Stirling Moss (GBR) and Peter 

Collins (GBR) for Aston Martin Ltd. 

¶ The winning car was headed only 
occasionally by Moss and Collinsô Aston 
DB3S. 

¶ Moss lead the field away from the classic 
Le Mans running start. 

Aston Martin DB3S No. 8 

 

Position: 3rd (293 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 625 LM Touring (2.5L) No. 12 

Drivers: Olivier Gendebien (BEL) and Maurice 

Trintignant (FRA) for Scuderia Ferrari 

¶ Overall this was a poor race for Ferrari; 
however, 3rd place was a welcomed 
reward. 

¶ This race saw the death of French driver 
Louis Héry when his Monopole was 
involved in an accident early in the race. 

Ferrari 625 LM Touring No. 12 

 

Position: 4th (284 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.4L) No. 5 

Drivers: Jacques Swaters (BEL) and Freddy 

Rousselle (BEL) for Equipe Nationale Belge 

¶ Following the events of 1955, the front 
stretch and pit lane were redesigned in 
order to enhance driver and spectator 
safety. 

¶ The track work involved a change to the 
layout of the Dunlop curve, shortening the 
overall length of the track by 31 meters. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 5 
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1957 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (327 laps) 

Class: S 5000 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.8L) No. 3 

Drivers: Ron Flockhart (GBR) and Ivor Bueb 

(GBR) for Ecurie Ecosse 

¶ The 1957 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
25th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 22 and 23 June 1957. 

¶ It was also the fifth round of the World 
Sportscar Championship. 

¶ Jaguar D-Types took the first four places. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 3 

 

Position: 2nd (319 laps) 

Class: S 5000 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.4L) No. 15 

Drivers: Ninian Sanderson (GBR) and John 

Lawrence (GBR) for Ecurie Ecosse 

¶ Ferrariôs reply to the Jaguars was the new 
412, 4023cc 12-cylinder. 

¶ Peter Collins broke the lap record on his 
standing start; however, Hawthorn later 
took the record to 3 min 59.6 s, which 
stood for six years. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 15 

 

Position: 3rd (317 laps) 

Class: S 5000 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.4L) No. 17 

Drivers: Jean Lucas (FRA) and Jean-Marie 

Brousselet (FRA) for Equipe Los Amigos 

¶ Ferrari also ran a 312LM consisting of a 
V12 GT engine placed in a Testa Rossa 
chassis. 

¶ Jaguar took the 5-litre class win. 

¶ Aston tok the 1100 and 750cc class wins. 

¶ Lotus took the Index of Performance. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 17 

 

Position: 4th (310 laps) 

Class: S 5000 

Car: Jaguar D-Type (3.4L) No. 16 

Drivers: Paul Frere (BEL) and Freddy 

Rousselle (BEL) for Equipe Nationale Belge 

¶ Porscheôs RS/718 of Maglioli and Barth 
and 550/RS4 of Hans Herrmann and von 
Frankenberg were non finishers. 

¶ Roger Massonôs Lotus ran out of fuel on 
the Mulsanne Strait and the pushed in 3 
miles back to the pits. 

Jaguar D-Type No. 16 



           

Not for public release August 2016 Page 12 

1958 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (305 laps) 

Class: S 3000 

Car: Ferrari 250 TR58 (3.0L, V12) No. 14 

Drivers: Olivier Gendebien (BEL) and Phill Hill 

(USA) for Scuderia Ferrari 

¶ The 1958 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
26th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 21 and 22 June 1958. 

¶ It was also the fifth round of the 1958 
World Sports Car Championship. 

¶ This was the first of three Le Mans for 
American Phil Hill. 

Ferrari 250 TR58 No. 14 

 

Position: 2nd (293 laps) 

Class: S 3000 

Car: Aston Martin DB3S (3.0L) No. 5 

Drivers: Graham Whitehead (GBR) and Peter 

Whitehead (GBR) for P&AG Whitehead 

¶ Ferrari had 10 cars start the race with only 
two finishing but one, a TR 58 (250TR) 
was the winner driven by Phil Hill and 
Olivier Gendebien. 

¶ Italy also wins on Index with a OSCA 750. 

¶ An Aston DB3S finished second.  

Aston Martin DB3S No. 5 

 

Position: 3rd (291 laps) 

Class: S 2000 

Car: Porsche 718 RSK Spyder (1.6L) No. 29 

Drivers: Jean Behra (FRA) and Hans 

Herrmann (DEU) for Porsche KG. 

¶ Hans Herrmann and Jean Behra took this 
1600cc RSK to third place. 

Porsche 718 RSK Spyder No. 29 

 

Position: 4th (290 laps) 

Class: S 1500 

Car: Porsche 718 RSK (1.5L) No. 31 

Drivers: Edgar Barth (DEU) and Paul Frere 

(BEL) for Porsche KG. 

¶ Forth place went to a Porsche RSK with a 
1500cc engine, just one lap behind the 
1600cc RSK. 

¶ Fifth place went to a Porsche 550A RS. 

¶ This race saw the death of French driver 
Jean-Marie Brousselet when his Jaguar D-
Type was involved in an accident. 

Porsche 718 RSK No. 31 
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1959 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (323 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Aston Martin DBR1/300 (3.0L) No. 5 

Drivers: Carroll Shelby (USA) and Roy 

Salvadori (GBR) for David Brown Racing 

¶ The 1959 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
27th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 20 and 21 June 1959. 

¶ It was also the fourth round of the 1959 
World Sports Car Championship. 

Aston Martin DBR1/300 No. 5 

 

Position: 2nd (322 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Aston Martin DBR1/300 (3.0L) No. 6 

Drivers: Maurice Trintignant (FRA) and Paul 

Frere (BEL) for David Brown Racing 

¶ Aston Martins finished first and second. 

¶ Stirling Moss played the roll of the óhareô 
and raced the ferraris hard until they 
broke. 

Aston Martin DBR1/300 No. 6 

 

Position: 3rd (297 laps) 

Class: GT 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 GT LWB Coup (3.0L, V12) 

No. 11 

Drivers: Jean Blaton (BEL) and Leon Dernier 

(BEL) for Equipe Nationale Belge 

¶ Ferraris at last had disc brakes. 

¶ This Ferrari 250 GT was third in distance 
and first in the GT Class. 

Ferrari 250 GT LWB Coup No. 11 

 

Position: 4th (296 laps) 

Class: GT 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 GT Berlinetta (3.0L, V12)   

No. 18 

Drivers: Andre Pilette (BEL) and George 

Arents (USA) for North American Racing 

¶ Six Porsches entered the race, but none 
finished. 

Ferrari 250 GT Berlinetta No. 18 
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1960 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (314 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 TR59/60 (3.0L, V12) No. 11 

Drivers: Paul Frere (BEL) and Olivier 

Gendebien (BEL) 

Team: Scuderia Ferrari SpA 

¶ The 1960 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
28th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place over 25ï26 June 1960. 

¶ It was also the fifth and final round of the 
World Sportscar Championship. 

Ferrari 250 TR59/60 No. 11 

 

Position: 2nd (310 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 TR59 (3.0L, V12) No. 17 

Drivers: Pedro Rodriguez (MEX) and Andre 

Pilette (BEL) 

Team: North American Racing 

¶ Both drivers of the winning Ferrari were 
Belgium, as was the co-driver of the 
second place Ferrari. 

¶ This was the start of six straight wins by 
Ferrari, 1960 to 1965 

Ferrari 250 TR59 No. 17 

 

Position: 3rd (306 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Aston Martin DBR1/300 (3.0L) No. 7 

Drivers: Roy Salvadori (GBR) and Jim Clark 

(GBR) 

Team: Border Reivers 

¶ Aston martinôs third place split seven 
Ferraris. 

Aston Martin DBR1/300 No. 7 

 

Position: 4th (302 laps) 

Class: GT 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 GT SWB (3.0L, V12) No. 16 

Drivers: Fernand Tavano (FRA) and Pierre 

Dumay (FRA) 

Team: Fernand Tavano 

¶ This Ferrari 250 GT won the GT class, 
finishing only 100 miles behind the outright 
winner. 

¶ Porscheôs Abarth Carrera GS/GT of Linge 
and Walter won the 1600cc Class. 

Ferrari 250 GT SWB No. 16 
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1961 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (333 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 TRI/61 (3.0L, V12) No. 10 

Drivers: Olivier Gendebien (BEL) and Phil Hill 

(USA) 

Team: Scuderia Ferrari 

¶ The 1961 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
29th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 10 and 11 June 1961. 

¶ It was also the 4th round of the World 
Sportscar Championship. 

Ferrari 250 TRI/61 No. 10 

 

Position: 2nd (330 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 TRI/61 (3.0L, V12) No. 11 

Drivers: Willy Mairesse (BEL) and Mike 

Parkes (GBR) 

Team: Scuderia Ferrari 

¶ The Testa Rossa of Pedro and Ricardo 
Rodriguez was running second with two 
hours to go when their Ferrariôs engine 
failed. 

Ferrari 250 TRI/61 No. 11 

 

Position: 3rd (317 laps) 

Class: GT 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250GT SWB (3.0L, V12) No. 14 

Drivers: Pierre Noblet (BEL) and Jean 

Guichet (FRA) 

Team: Pierre Noblet 

¶ This was Mossôs last Le Mans; his Ferrari 
250GT which he shared with Graham Hill 
was in forth place when a fan-blage came 
off and sliced through a radiator hose. 

Ferrari 250GT SWB No. 14 

 

Position: 4th (311 laps) 

Class: S 3.0 

Car: Maserati Tipo 63 (3.0L, V12) No. 7 

Drivers: Augie Pabst (USA) and Richard 

Thompson (USA) 

Team: Briggs Cunningham 

¶ The Aston Martins all retied and the 
Maserati and Porsche entrants were too 
slow to compete with the Ferraris. 

Maserati Tipo 63 No. 7 
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1962 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (331 laps) 

Class: E +3.0 

Car: Ferrari 330 TRI/LM Spyder (4.0L, V12) 

No. 6 

Drivers: Olivier Gendebien (BEL) and Phil Hill 

(USA) 

Team: SpA Ferrari SEFAC 

¶ The 1962 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
30th Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 23 and 24 June 1962. 

¶ It was also the eighth round of the World 
Sportscar Championship. 

Ferrari 330 TRI/LM Spyder No. 6 

 

Position: 2nd (326 laps) 

Class: GT 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 GTO (3.0L, V12) No. 19 

Drivers: Pierre Noblet (BEL) and Jean 

Guichet (FRA) 

Team: Pierre Noblet 

¶ Ferrariôs óexperimentalô cars resemble his 
sports cars, while other Ferraries loked 
more like saloons. 

Ferrari 250 GTO No. 19 

 

Position: 3rd (314 laps) 

Class: GT 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 GTO (3.0L, V12) No. 22 

Drivers: Leon Dernier (BEL) and Jean Blaton 

(BEL) 

Team: Equipe Nationale Belge 

¶ Porsche, excluded by the regulations from 
running the 8-cylinder Targa Florio cars, 
opted for an attach on the 1600cc GT 
Class. 

¶ Lotus Elite took the 1300cc Class. 

Ferrari 250 GTO No. 22 

 

Position: 4th (310 laps) 

Class: GT +3.0 

Car: Jaguar E-Type FHC (3.8L) No. 10 

Drivers: Briggs Cunningham (USA) and Roy 

Salvadori (GBR) 

Team: Briggs Cunningham 

¶ Hobbs and Gardner win the Index of 
Thermal Efficiency with their Lotus Elite. 

¶ The Anglo-American E-Type proved no 
match for the GTO Ferraris, but was faster 
than the DB4s. 

Jaguar E-Type FHC No. 10 
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1963 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (339 laps) 

Class: P 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250P (3.0L, V12) No. 21 

Drivers: Lorenzo Bandini (ITA) and Ludovico 

Scarfiotti (ITA) 

Team: SpA Ferrari SEFAC 

¶ The 1963 24 Hours of Le Mans was the 
31st Grand Prix of Endurance, and took 
place on 15 and 16 June 1963. 

¶ It was also the tenth round of the World 
Sportscar Championship. 

Ferrari 250P No. 21 

 

Position: 2nd (323 laps) 

Class: GT 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 GTO (3.0L, V12) No. 24 

Drivers: Jean Blaton (BEL) and Gerhard 

Langlois van Ophem (BEL) 

Team: Equipe Nationale Belge 

¶ Ferrairs filled the first six places. 

¶ Onlt 12 cars finished the race. 

¶ Surtees leads most of the way, breaks the 
lap record, but eventually catches fire. 

Ferrari 250 GTO No. 24 

 

Position: 3rd (323 laps) 

Class: P 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250P (3.0L, V12) No. 22 

Drivers: Mike Parkes (GBR) and Umberto 

Maglioli (ITA) 

Team: SpA Ferrari SEFAC 

¶ Ferrari No. 22 experienced troubles during 
the night and eventually finished third. 

Ferrari 250P No. 22 

 

Position: 4th (322 laps) 

Class: GT 3.0 

Car: Ferrari 250 GTO (3.0L, V12) No. 25 

Drivers: Pierre Dumay (FRA) and Leon 

Dernier (BEL) 

Team: Ecurie Francorchamps 

¶ This race saw the death of Brazilian driver 
Christian Heins when his Alpine M63 was 
involved in a fatal accident. 

Ferrari 250 GTO No. 25 
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1964 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (349 laps) 

Class: P 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 275P (3.3L, V12) No. 20 

Drivers: Jean Guichet (FRA) and Nino 

Vaccarella (ITA) 

Team: SpA Ferrari SEFAC 

¶ Even if the reliability of the GT40 was 
questionable, Ferrari took Ford as a 
serious threat. 

¶ The works entered four prototypes at Le 
Mans, three 3.3L 275Pa and a 4.0L 330P. 

Ferrari 275P No. 20 

 

Position: 2nd (344 laps) 

Class: P 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 330P (4.0L, V12) No. 14 

Drivers: Graham Hill (GBR) and Jo Bonnier 

(SWE) 

Team: Maranello Concessionaries 

¶ Other Ferrari prototypes, including two 
330Ps, were entered by the British team 
Maranello Concessionaires, the Belgian 
team Equipe Nationale Belge and the 
American North American Racing Team. 

Ferrari 330P No. 14 (G. Hill) 

 

Position: 3rd (337 laps) 

Class: P 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 330P (4.0L, V12) No. 19 

Drivers: John Surtees (GBR) and Lorenzo 

Bandini (ITA) 

Team: SpA Ferrari SEFAC 

¶ The race was marred by the deaths of 3 
spectators caused by an accident during 
nighttime hours. 

¶ The three people were standing in a 
forbidden zone of the circuit. 

Ferrari 330P No. 19 

 

Position: 7th (323 laps) 

Class: 2000cc class winner 

Car: Porsche 904/4 GTS (2.0L, Flat-4) 

Drivers: Robert Buchet (FRA) and Guy Ligier 

(FRA) 

Team: Auguste Veuillet (FRA) 

¶ Ford entered three GT40s in the 24 Hours 
and could also count on Shelby's Cobra 
Daytona coupés. 

¶ Porsche wins the 2-litre Class with a 904/4 
(Bucht and Ligier, No. 34) averaging 
almost 120 mph. 

Porsche 904/4 No. 34 
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1965 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (348 laps) 

Class: P 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 275LM (3.3L, V12) No. 21 

Drivers: Masten Gregory (USA), Ed Hugus 

(USA) and Jochen Rindt (AUT) 

Team: North American Racing 

¶ As the 275LMs put less stress on the 
brakes, two of them were leading at 04:00; 
Pierre Dumay's Belgian yellow car led the 
NART 275LM of Jochen Rindt and Masten 
Gregory. 

Ferrari 275LM No. 21 

 

Position: 2nd (343 laps) 

Class: P 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 275LM (3.3L, V12) No. 26 

Drivers: Pierre Dumay (FRA) and Gustave 

Gosselin (BEL) 

Team: Pierre Dumay 

¶ Then, a tire began to deflate on the 
leading carðit took the Belgian team five 
laps to have the car rejoin the race. 

¶ These cars are often mistakenly 
designated as 250LMs, as the first car 
built was fitted with a 3.0 L engine. 

Ferrari 275LM No. 26 

 

Position: 3rd (340 laps) 

Class: GT 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 275 GTB (3.3L, V12) No. 24 

Drivers: Willy Mairesse (BEL) and Jean 

Blaton (BEL) 

Team: Ecurie Francorchamps 

¶ Ferrari win Prototype and GT categories. 

¶ The Ford GT40 lapped 5.1 seconds faster 
than the quickest Ferrari, and set a new 
lap record of 3 min 37.5 sec. 

¶ The Fords wore out both their clutch and 
gearbox. Ferrari 275 GTB No. 24 

 

Position: 4th (336 laps) 

Class: P 2.0 

Car: Porsche 904/6 (2.0L, Flat-6) No. 32 

Drivers: Herbert Linge (DEU) and Peter 

Nocker (DEU) 

Team: Porsche System Engineering 

¶ Porsche win the 2000cc Class and both 
kinds of Index awards. 

¶ The Porsche 904 GTS/4 of Koch and 
Fischhaber won theThermal Efficiency and 
2000cc Class prises. 

Porsche 904/6 No. 32 
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1966 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (360 laps) 

Class: P +5.0 

Car: Ford GT 40 Mk2 (7.0L, V8) No. 2 

Drivers: Bruce McLaren & Chris Amon (NZL) 

Team: Shelby-American Inc. 

¶ At the finish, Ford decided to stage 
publicity photo between Miles/Hulme and 
McLaren/Amon. 

¶ ACO declared the McLaren/Amon car had 
won the race, having covered more 
distance in 24 hours, as it had started 
further back on the grid. 

Ford GT 40 Mk2 No. 2 

 

Position: 2nd (360 laps) 

Class: P +5.0 

Car: Ford GT 40 Mk2 (7.0L, V8) No. 1 

Drivers: Ken Miles (GBR) and Denny Hulme 

(NZL) 

Team: Shelby-American Inc. 

¶ The race outcome was a terrible 
disappointment for Ken Miles, who 
expected the triple crown Daytona-
Sebring-Le Mans as a reward for his 
investment in the GT40 development. 

Ford GT 40 Mk2 No. 1 

 

Position: 3rd (348 laps) 

Class: P +5.0 

Car: Ford GT 40 Mk2 (7.0L, V8) No. 5 

Drivers: Ronnie Bucknum (USA) and Dick 

Hutcherson (USA) 

Team: Holman & Moody / Essex Wire Corp. 

¶ At the last pit stop, three Mark IIs were in 
front. Ken Miles and Denny Hulme were 
leading, followed by Bruce McLaren and 
Chris Amon in the same lap. 

¶ Ronnie Bucknum and Dick Hutcherson 
were third, but twelve laps behind. 

Ford GT 40 Mk2 No. 5 

 

Position: 4th (339 laps) 

Class: P 2.0 

Car: Porsche 906/6L Carrera-6 (2.0L) No. 30 

Drivers: Jo Siffert (CHE) and Colim Davis 

(GBR) 

Team: Porsche System Engineering 

¶ The Porsche 906/6 of Siffert and Davis 
won the 2000cc Class, Index of 
performacne and forth in distance at an 
average speed of 118 mph. 

Porsche 906/6L Carrera-6 No. 30 
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1967 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (388 laps) 

Class: P +5.0 

Car: Ford GT 40 Mk4 (7.0L, V8) No. 1 

Drivers: Dan Gurney (USA) and A.J. Foyt 

(USA) 

Team: Shelby-American Inc. 

¶ The surprise winners were Americans A. 
J. Foyt and Dan Gurney, who led all but 
the first 90 minutes of the race and 
defeated the factory Ferrari 330P4 of 
Italian Ludovico Scarfiotti and Briton 
Michael Parkes by nearly four laps. 

Ford GT 40 Mk4 No. 1 

 

Position: 2nd (384 laps) 

Class: P 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 330 P4 (4.0L, V12) No. 21 

Drivers: Ludovico Scarfiotti (ITA) and Mike 

Parkes (GBR) 

Team: SpA Ferrari SEFAC 

¶ When the winners mounted the victory 
stand, Gurney was handed the traditional 
magnum of champagne. 

¶ Gurney shook the bottle and sprayed 
everyone nearby, establishing a tradition 
reenacted around the world. 

Ferrari 330 P4 No. 21 

 

Position: 3rd (377 laps) 

Class: P 5.0 

Car: Ferrari 330 P4 (4.0L, V12) No. 24 

Drivers: Willy Mairesse (BEL) and Jean 

Blaton (BEL) 

Team: Equipe Nationale Belge 

¶ Ferrari was the fastest GT car. 

¶ The Ford of Deis Hulme and Mario 
Andretti lapped at 148 mph, a new lap 
record. 

¶ Andretti achieved a top speed of 213 mph. 

Ferrari 330 P4 No. 24 

 

Position: 4th (359 laps) 

Class: P +5.0 

Car: Ford GT 40 Mk4 (7.0L, V8) No. 2 

Drivers: Bruce McLaren (NZL) and Mark 

Donohue (USA) 

Team: Shelby-American Inc. 

¶ The first three cars all exceeded 5000 km 
distance. 

¶ The GurneyïFoyt Ford GT40 was also 
first in Thermal Efficiency. 

Ford GT 40 Mk4 No. 2 
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1968 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (331 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Ford GT 40 Mk1 (4.9L, V8) No. 9 

Drivers: Pedro Rodriguez (MEX) and Lucien 

Bianchi (BEL) 

Team: J.W. Automotive Engineering Ltd. 

¶ The competition was between Wyer's Ford 
GT40 and the new 3.0 L Matra 630, Alpine 
A220 and Porsche 908. 

¶ The new 2.0 L Alfa Romeo 33/2 were 
outsiders. 

Ford GT 40 Mk1 No. 9 

 

Position: 2nd (326 laps) 

Class: P 3.0 

Car: Porsche 907L (2.2L Flat-8) No. 66 

Drivers: Rico Steinemann (CHE) and Dieter 

Spoerry (CHE) 

Team: Squadra Tartaruga 

¶ Porsche's best finisher was a private 2.2L 
Porsche 907 in second, followed by a 
works 908 in third, both just one lap 
behind the winning GT40. 

Porsche 907L No. 66 

 

Position: 3rd (325 laps) 

Class: P 3.0 

Car: Porsche 908 (3.0L Flat-8) No. 33 

Drivers: Jochen Neerpasch (DEU) and Rolf 

Stommelen (DEU) 

Team: Porsche System Engineering 

¶ Willy Mairesse suffered career-ending 
injuries in this race when his GT40 
crashed on the first lap on the Mulsanne 
straight, and the accident eventually led to 
him committing suicide. 

Porsche 908 No. 33 

 

Position: 4th (322 laps) 

Class: P 2.0 

Car: Alfa Romeo T33/2 (2.0L, V8) No. 39 

Drivers: Ignazio Giunti (ITA) and Nanni Galli 

(ITA) 

Team: Autodelta SpA 

¶ Alfa Romeo's performance was impressive 
with three cars finishing, the Nanni 
Galli/Ignazio Giunti T33 in fourth overall 
and winner of the 2.0L class. 

¶ The two other followed as fifth and sixth. 

Alfa Romeo T33/2 No. 39 
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1969 Le Mans 24 Hour 

 

Position: 1st (372 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Ford GT 40 Mk1 (4.9L, V8) No. 6 

Drivers: Jacky Ickx (BEL) and Jackie Oliver 

(GBR) 

Team: J.W. Automotive Engineering Ltd. 

¶ In a dramatic finish, Ickx and Herrmann 
repeatedly overtook each other as the 
Porsche 908 had brake problems. 

¶ Ickx and Oliver won with the GT40 chassis 
1075, the same car that had won the 
previous year. 

Ford GT 40 Mk1 No. 6 

 

Position: 2nd (372 laps) 

Class: P 3.0 

Car: Porsche 908 (3.0L Flat-8) No. 64 

Drivers: Hans Herrmann (DEU) and Gerard 

Larrousse (FRA) 

Team: Porsche System Engineering 

¶ The 2 official 917s were put out of the race 
by clutch bell housing problems, but the 
908 of Hans Herrmann and Gérard 
Larrousse remained a serious candidate 
for the victory. 

Porsche 908 No. 64 

 

Position: 3rd (368 laps) 

Class: S 5.0 

Car: Ford GT 40 Mk1 (4.9L, V8) No. 7 

Drivers: David Hobbs (GBR) and Mike 

Hailwood (GBR) 

Team: J.W. Automotive Engineering Ltd. 

¶ The race was stopped for 2 hours due to 
the first lap incidents, but was eventually 
restarted. 

Ford GT 40 Mk1 No. 7 

 

Position: 4th (368 laps) 

Class: P 3.0 

Car: Matra-Simca MS650 (3.0L, V12) No. 33 

Drivers: Jean-Pierre Beltoise (FRA) and Piers 

Courage (GBR) 

Team: Equipe Matra-Elf 

¶ Soon after the race start the poor handling 
of the 917 and the inexperience of the 
driver resulted in the death of British driver 
John Woolfe when his private Porsche 
917 crashed at Maison Blanche. He was 
killed, probably due the fact that he had 
not bothered to put on his safety belt. Matra-Simca MS650 No. 33 


