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Introduction

Terms are listed in alphabetical order.  Each term is presented with a key identifying code that
indicates the principle category, profession or field of science within which the presented
terminology is most commonly associated.  The Code does not imply that the definition is
applicable only to that profession.  If a term has a different meaning or usage within different
professions, then alternative definitions are presented under each category.

The key categories are defined as:
Agr – Agronomy
Bio – Biology
Bot – Botany

Coa – Coastal
Eco – Ecology
Eng – Engineering
Esc – Erosion and sediment control
Gen – General
Geo – Geography
Gel – Geology
Hyd – Hydrology
Lfm – Landform
Met – Meteorological
Min – Mining
Rur – Rural
Sci – Science
Sol – Soil science
Sto – Stormwater
Top – Topography
Res – Water resources
Wat – Water testing

Wwy – Waterways



Description of codes

Code Category Description
Agr Agronomy The applied aspects of both soil science and the several plant

sciences, often limited to applied plant sciences dealing with crops. 
Bio Biology The science of life or living matter in all its forms and phenomena

especially in reference to growth, reproduction, structure, etc.
Bot Botany The science of plants; the branch of biology that deals with plant

life.
Coa Coastal The science or engineering of the management of coastal regions. 
Eco Ecology The branch of biology which studies the relations between

organisms and their environment.
Eng Engineering The art or science of making practical application of the knowledge

of pure sciences such as physics, chemistry, biology, etc.
Esc Erosion and

sediment control
The study and application of short-term soil erosion and sediment
control measures within building and construction industry.

Gen General Non specific commonly usage.
Geo Geography The study of the areal differentiation of the earth’s surface, as

shown in the character, arrangement, and interrelations over the
world of elements such as climate, relief, soil, vegetation,
population, land use, industries, or states, and of the unit areas
formed by the complex of these individual elements.

Gel Geology The science studying the earth, the rocks of which it is composed,
and the changes which it has undergone or is undergoing.

Hyd Hydrology The science dealing with water on the land, or under the earth’s
surface, its properties, laws, geographical distribution, etc. Includes
the science of Hydraulic analysis.

Lfm Landform Any of the numerous features which make up the surface of the
earth, as plain, plateau, canyon.

Met Meteorological The science dealing with the atmosphere and its phenomena,
especially as relating to weather.

Min Mining The action, process, or industry of extracting ores, etc. from mines.
Rur Rural Pertaining to, or characteristic of the country (as distinguished from

towns or cities), including agricultural engineering and sciences,
and rural soil conservation practices.

Sci Science The systematic study of man and his environment based on the
deductions and inferences which can be made, and the general
laws which can be formulated, from reproducible observations and
measurements of events and parameters within the universe.

Sol Soil science The science which studies that portion of the earth’s surface in
which plants grow.

Sto Stormwater The science or engineering of the management of surface run-off of
water resulting from a storm.

Top Topography The detailed description and analysis of the features of a relatively
small area, district, or locality.

Res Water resources The collection, treatment, distribution, disposal and recycling of
water for human use and/or benefit.

Wat Water testing The science or mechanics associated with the testing of water.
Wwy Waterway The science or engineering of the management and hydraulic

design of waterways and other major water bodies including
wetlands. It including the science and engineering of floodplain
management.
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